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On May 8, Marco Kaltofen, director of the Citizens' Environmental Laboratory, announced results
of a recent report on pollution along the US-Mexico border conducted in cooperation with the
National Toxic Campaign Fund. The study was based on samples of industrial waste at sites in
Tijuana, Matamoros and Nogales. Toxicity levels at over one-third of the sites were found to be 20 to
215,000 times the acceptable levels established by the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
The report attributed most of the pollution in the Nogales Wash, the Rio Bravo (Rio Grande), the
New River and the Tijuana River to the region's maquiladora industry. Toxins downstream from
the Rimir maquiladora plant in Matamoros, Tamaulipas, surpassed US standards by a factor of
6,000. The Rimir plant is part of a General Motors sub- division called Park Fisher Guide. Company
spokesperson Patricia Molloy rejected the study results, asserting that tests conducted by GM
show waste content to be under or slightly above EPA standards. National Toxics Campaign Fund
figures show the level of xylene (a toxic solvent) downstream from the Rimir plant to be 2,800
parts per million. The EPA standard is 0.44 parts per million. Molloy said company tests showed
the levels to be 0.15 parts per million in 1990 and 0.56 parts per million in 1991. According to the
report, a Preservation Products subsidiary in Matamoros expels the solvent pentachlorophenol
in concentrations more than 1,000 times the Mexican standard. In addition the plant reportedly
is responsible for xylene emissions at over 200% the EPA limit. Ramiro Ramos, the plant's chief
engineer, said: "We don't use xylene, so it's impossible it came from us." The engineer said
emissions of pentachlorophenol, a solvent used to preserve wood, might originate from Preservation
Products, but that the company has signed agreements with the Urban Development and Ecology
Secretariat (SEDUE) to clean it up. (Source: The Mexico City News, 05/09/91)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

